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“The Play’ s the thing} }”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Covent Carden < heatre. 

Last night at this house the new Comedy called TheFirst of May, 
was acted for the third time, and went off in a very agreeable manner; 
after which, Dibdin’s musical entertainment of Zhe Waterman, was 
performed. Jr. and Mrs. Bundle were excellently acted by Blan- 
chard and Mrs. Davenpert, the other characters were represented by 
Miss:Cawse, Keeley and Wood, with the same degree of excellence, 
which rendered The Waterman, so attractive at the English Opera.— 
Wood was encored in ‘ The Jolly young Waterman,’ “and, in ‘ The 
Bay of Biscay O Miss Cawse’s song was also encored though there 
was great opposition. Therese, was the afterpiece. We are sorry to 
say, the house was rather thin. 

Drurp Dane Theatre, 

Tae new Tragedy of Epicharis was represented last night, ‘and 
was again received in the most favorable manner. The author, the 
Hon. Mr. Lister, (who was previously known in the literary world as 
the writer of two or three popular novels) has adhered to history with 
a fidelity not often found amongst dramatic writers. The deviations 
from ‘Tacitus, consisting principally in making Epichavis the bethrothed 
of Flavius, in making ambition the actuating motive in Piso; snd 
ending the lives of Hpicharis and Piso by poison. instead of strangu- 
Jation and bleeding. ‘The only defect of the play is a want of stirring 
incident and action ;—too much is left to description, though the lan- 
guage is bold, nervous, and sometimes poetical, Piso’s address to 
the conspirators is strongly written, and was delivered byWallack most 
admirably. The scene between Proculus and Epiciaris was excellently 
acted by Mr. J. Vining and Miss Phillips, and was greatly applauded. 
Young’s acting in the scene where after fearing that Epicharie had 
been fa‘thless to his love he finds only his secret has been divulged, 
had a most powerfal effect, and was enthusiastically applauded ; Miss 
Phillips supported her share of this scene with much ability. Mr. 
Cooper was splendidly dressed as Vero, and acted the part: with 
energy and judgment, The inferior parts were efficiently represented, 
and the play altogether was got up with great care, Auber’s beauti- 
ful Opera of Masaniello was the afterpiece.—There was a very good 
house, 











Mapmarker <Heatre. 

Tur performanees, at this house, last night, terminated a season 
which has been productive of great amusement to the public, and con- 
siderable emolument to the preprictor. Momus may be said to have 
held an undivided sway during the whole of the season, as with the 
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exception of Kean’s performances within the last fortnight, and two 
or three abortive attempts to get up Operas at the beginning of the 
season, nothing but Comedy and Farce has been acted since the house 
opened. Besides the revival of some of our best old Comedies, ad- 
mirably acted, six new pieces have been produced, all of which have 
had nearly an equal share of public favor. The Iron Chest was re- 
peated last right in consequence of the applause with which Mr.Kean 
was greeted on Monday, in the character of Sir Edward Mortimer ; 
the opinion we then expressed, that it was Mr. Kean’s most success- 
full effort, was fully confirmed by his forcible and judicious acting last 
night. In the scene where he discovers Wilford at the chest, the man- 
ner in which he swears him to secrecy “ by all the attributes of hea- 
ven,” was uncommonly effective, and elicited immense applause. His 
acting in the last scene, where he is hurled from the height of fancied 
security, into the abyss of despair by the detection of his guilt, was 
truly excellent, and drew down repeated plaudits. Vining’s Wilford 
may challenge competition with any other actor of the present day;— 
he evinced the most correct conception of the part, and his acting was 
natural and full of feeling. Mrs, Ashton is not-unsuited to the part 
of Helen,and Mrs.Humby was quite at home as the coqueiish Blanche. 
On the whole the play was extremely well acted, and the applause was 
abundant. Mr. Kean was called for at the end of the Play ;—he came 
forward, and bowed respectfully to all parts of the audience. Mr. P. 
Farren spoke the Address, and was loudly cheered. Procrastination, 
and William Thompson, were afterwards performed with all their ac- 
customed success.— The house was very full. 


The Olympic Theatre is about to be converted into a barracks for 
the police men, government having nearly completed the purchase of 
the property for that avowed purpose. 


To the Editoref The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr Epiror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannah, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and KRvening. Papers—skim. the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 
word—beg pardon, hoye | don’t intrade—but will you excuse me—I have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two new views, at the Diowamws 








Regent’s Park— was puzzled to decide which was the most beautiful, St.Peter’s , 


or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 
meg water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 

ad difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we wére really viewing 
merély pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil ; and if as good as St. Peter’s will 
satisfy, me. ; 

On Wednesday, I took a walk to inspect the magnificent exhibition of Mu- 
sical and Mechanical Automata—found them removed to the Argyll Rooms, Re- 
gent Street, where they now appear, in great splendour. 

Oo Friday, I drop in to examine Afiss Linwood's curlous Needle-Work, ia 
Leicester Square.—but I intrude—beg pardon. 

Your’s, PAUL PRY. 








Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Kxeter-change, Strand. 
Al! Communications must be post paid.— Printing in General. 
EF The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of the Subscribers at 
2s. per Month. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Tragedy of 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Prince Escalus, Mr HORREBOW, 
Paris, Mr DURUSET, Capulet, Mr EGERTON, 
Romeo, Mr ABBOTT, 

MO A clhcccsseves Mr C. KEMBLE, 
Montague, Mr TURNER,  Benvolio, Mr BAKER, 
Friar Lawrence, Mr WARDE, 

Tybalt, Mr DIDDEAR, Friar John, Mr MEARS, 
Apothecary, Mr MEADOWS, 

Page, Miss Fortescue, Balthazar, Mr Irwin, 
Abram, Mr Heath, Samson, Mr Atken, 
Peter, Mr KEELEY. 

Juliet, (her 6th appearance) MissFANNY KEMBLE, 

Nurse, Mrs DAVENPORT. 
Cay Cee pose cciciney. 4es0 GH 20s Miss LACY, 
In act I. a Masquerade and Dance, 
Incidental to the Piece 
In Act V. The Funeral Procession of Juliet, and a 
Solemn Dirge. 








To which will be added the Romance of 


The Devils Elixir. 


The Overture and Music, composed by G. H. RODWELL. 
Francesco, Mr DIDDEAR, 
CountHermogen.....(his Brother,)....Mr WOOD, 
Nicholas, Mr KEELEY, 
Gortzburg, (Demon of the Elixir,) MrHORREBOW, 
The Shadow King, Mr PURDAY. 
The Lady Aurelia... .. .. .. Miss HUGHES, 
Ureka, (her Attendant,) Mrs KEELEY. 
In Act II. a Pas de Trois, by Mesdames Bedford, 
Egan and Thomasin. 
To-morrow, First of May, after which Mons Drouet will perform on 
the Flute, with Gretna Green, &e. 
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‘Theatre Royal, | Drury Lane. 


This Saiaien, the Comedy of The 


Soldier’s. Daughter. 


Governor Heartall, Mr W. FARREN, 
Malfort, Mr AITKEN, Malfort, Jun, Mr COOPER, 
Frank Heartall, Mr JONES, 

Captain Woodley............+. Mr J. VINING, 
‘Timothy Quaint, Mr HARLEY, 

Mr Ferret, Mr YOUNGE, Simon, Mr ITUGHES, 
Ww illiam, Mr EAST, George, Mr HONNOR, 
The Widow Cheerly.......... Miss MORDAUNT, 
(Her | st appearance in London) 

Mrs Malfort, Mrs FAUCIT.. Julia, Miss LANE, 
Mrs F idget, Mrs C. JONES 
Mrs Townly, Mrs KENDALL, Susan, Mrs Webster. 





After which, the Musical Farce of 


THE WATERMAN. 


Tom Tug (first time) Mr INCLEDON, 


Robin, Mr HARLEY, Bundle, Mr W. BENNETT, 
Mrs Bundle, Mrs C. JONES, 
Wilhelmina.......+++ (first time)... peseseeeeMiss GRADDON. 
ne 


To conclude with the Burletta of 


MIDAS. 


IMMORTALS. 

Jupiter, Mr BEDFORD, Juno, Miss GUULD, Mars, Mr WALSH, 
Pan, Mr TAYLEURE, Vulcan, Mr SHERRIFF, 

Mercury, Mr Eaton, Bacchus, Mr Tolke n, Cupid, Miss Marshall, 
Apollo, Mr SINCLAIR, 

Venus, Miss Vallaney, Hebe. Miss Willmott, 


The Graccs....ecesees eon tees Mesdames Gear, Lane, and Claire. 
MOnTALS. 
Dametas, Mr YARNOLD, Silenu, Mr WEBSTER, 
Midas, Mr W. FARREN, 


Daphne, MissGRADDON, Nysa, Miss BETTS, 
Mysis, Mrs C. JONES. 


To-morrow, Epicharis, with the grand Opera of Masa: niello. 








